
 

SANTA FE WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
CITY HALL – 200 LINCOLN AVE. 

CITY COUNCILOR’S CONFERENCE ROOM 
July 9, 2019 

4:00 PM  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL  
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

4. UPDATE ON CURRENT WATER SUPPLY STATUS (Andrew Erdmann, Water Conservation Specialist Senior, 
paerdmann@santafenm.gov, 955-4223) 

5. DISCUSSION OF JOINT CITY/ COUNTY MEETING ON MAY 7th (Councilor Romero-Wirth, Christine 
Chavez, Water Conservation Manager, cychavez@santafenm.gov, 955-4219) 

6. PROPOSED DRAFT AMENDMENTS TO TERM LIMITS FOR WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
(Councilor Romero-Wirth) 

7. 5 YEAR WATER CONSERVATION PLAN (Christine Chavez, Water Conservation Manager, 
cychavez@santafenm.gov, 955-4219) 
 

MATTERS FROM PUBLIC:  

MATTERS FROM STAFF:  

MATTERS FROM COMMITTEE:  

NEXT MEETING – (Councilor’s Conference Room): Tuesday, August 13, 2019 
CAPTIONS: Due by 3:00 pm, July 29, 2019 
PACKET MATERIAL: Due by 3:00 pm, July 31, 2019 
 

ADJOURN. 

Persons with disabilities in need of accommodations, contact the City Clerk’s office at 955-6520, five (5) working days prior to 
meeting date. 

RECEIVED AT THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 
DATE:_June 28, 2019_______ 
TIME:_8:55 AM____________ 

mailto:paerdmann@santafenm.gov
mailto:cychavez@santafenm.gov
mailto:cychavez@santafenm.gov
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City of Santa Fe, Water Division 
Water Production, Environment, Drought/Monsoon, ESA, and Storage Update 

July 2, 2019 

Monthly Water Production for 
May, 2019 

BDDWTP--
135.8 MG 

46.3% 

Buckman Wells 
0. 61 MG 

0.2% 

Total Production of System 

Sum: 293.57 million gallons (MG) 
Daily Average Production: 9.47 MGD 

Reservoir Storage Levels( as of June 23rd) 

McClure: 
Nichols: 
Combined: 

98.45% or 1,044.23 MG 
84.90% or 183.6 MG 
96.10% or 1,227.83 MG 

Santa Fe River Flow (as of May 23rd): 

City Wells 3.84 
MG 

1.2% 

Below Nichols (Living River Flows): 0.30 cfs or 0.194 MGD 

Canyon Road 
WTP 153.32 

MG 
52.3% 

Streamflow at Gage below Nichols: 
Above McClure (Reservoir Inflow): 

9.25cfs or 6.0 MGD (Actual including Living River Flows) 
12.4 cfs or 8.1 MGD 

Water/Environment Update 

The 2018 Consumer Confidence Report, required pursuant to the federal Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), was 
finalized, printed and submitted for distribution by Postal Pros to a ll City water customers during the late May and June 
water billing cycles. The CCR demonstrates the continued compliance of the City of Santa Fe in meeting all the 
app licable standards and requirements of the SDWA including the 2018 triennial monitoring for Lead and Copper, as 
well as all sampling, monitoring and reporting requirements of State and Federal regulations. 

The City will initiate U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) required monitoring under the Unregulated 
Contaminant Monitoring Rule (No.4) in August, 2019. The City and other members of the Municipal League are 
currently meeting with NMED to discuss the continued funding of this SOW A monitoring requirement from the NM 
Water Conservation Fee Fund, as required by statute. The NMED ceased payment of the UCMR monitoring for water 
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systems effective June I, 2019 because of a "drain on the Conservation Fee Fund (Fund)'' . The City of Santa Fe, as 
most municipalities and water systems, did not budget for this monitoring because it would normally be paid from the 
fund and NMED did not notify communities that they planned to cease use of the Conservation Fee Fund for this 
purpose until the day before they actually ceased the allowance of payment. All public water supply systems in New 
Mexico pay into the Conservation Fee Fund at a rate of three cents per thousand gallons produced. Santa Fe usually 
pays between $102,000 -I 08,000 per year into this fund and has historically received a small p01tion (less than 50%) 
back in services from the Fund. 

The final phase ofthe Petroleum COITective Action Fund investigation of the former PNM Santa Fe Generating Station 
(SFGS) site had been delayed due to negotiations between the New Mexico Environment Depattment (NMED) 
Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau, PNM and the Santa Fe Public Schools District on access to a site owned by SFPS 
bounding the former generating station to the north of the site. The placement of two ground water wells (nested) on 
this site was extremely important to the final determination the northern boundary of the contaminant plume emanating 
from the SFGS site. The NMED and PNM were unable to reach a suitable agreement with the District for access. The 
NMED and PNM are now exploring the drilling of an angled monitoring well which will originate on PNM property 
and terminate below the Acequia Trail on City of Santa Fe property. The well (USTB-37) will be present below the 
trail at a minimum of200 feet below ground surface (bgs) and go to a maximum depth of 300 feet bgs. INTERA Inc. 
(PNM's contractor) has already submitted an access request to the City for the drilling of this well and it has been 
forwarded by the Public Utilities Department for legal review and signature by the City Manager. 

Further investigations as mandated by the NMED Ground Water Quality Bureauofthe former Ortiz Landfill will begin 
in July, 2019, with the placement of additonal groundwater monitoring wells and soi l vapor wells at the site. The City 
is also negotiating with the Santa Fe Solid Waste Managemant Agency(SWMA) on the placement of a meteorological 
station at the SWMA weigh station. 

The Environment Office and the NMED collaborated on the sampling of seven current and former "Dry-Cleaner" sites 
to determine the presence of soil vapors concentrations at levels of concern to human health (through vapor intrusion) 
or groundwater. Vapor collection canisters were installed in soil monitoring ports during the first week of June, and 
have been collected and submitted for laboratory analysis. All monitoring ports were within City Right-ofWays. 
Results are expected to be received by July 1, 2019. The NMED Ground Water Quality Bureau funded the sampling 
effort. 

Drought/Monsoon, Storage, and ESA Update 

NOAA has recently updated ENSO (El Nino/La Nina) status to: 

El Nino will last through summe1· (66% chance). The odds that El Niiio will pet·sist through fall and winter have 
declined slightly in the past month (from 55-60% to 50-55%). 

Heron, Abiquiu, and El Vado reservoir levels on the Chama River are experiencing heavy spring nmoff. Abiquiu 
Reservoir is in "flood ops," which means that only native Rio Grande flows can be called for from the reservoir, not 
SJCP water. Flood ops are expected to continue through June or perhaps early July. Local Upper Santa Fe River 
reservoir storage volume is increasing and is at or near capacity. The City received over 90% delivery from BoR of full 
firm-yield of San Juan-Chama Project (SJCP) water for year 2018, and 2019 is projected to be 100% full firm yield­
Santa Fe has received 63% of full firm yield to date. Updates on ESA issues will be made as needed. Rio Grande 
Compact Article VII storage restrictions are not in effect (restrictions on storage were lifted in early May). This means 
the City is now allowed to impound "native" runoff into Nichols and McClure Reservoirs above the pre-Compact pool 
of 1,061 acre-feet (AF). Updates to this condition will be made as needed; however, the current absence of Article VH 
storage restrictions are expected to stay in effect for the foreseeable future. 

Most current City of Santa Fe SJCP Reservoir Storage: 

Heron: 
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El Vado: 

Abiquiu : 

TOTAL: 

9,283 AF. 

OAF. 

5,00 I AF. SJCP carry-over from previous years plus 2018 deliveries. No time limit to vacate due to 
storage agreement with ABCWUA 

14,284AF 
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CITY OF SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-106 

INTRODUCED BY: 

10 A RESOLUTION 

11 ADOPTING ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES FOR CALCULATING THE CITY OF 

12 SANTA FE'S OPERATIONAL WATER SYSTEM SUPPLY AND OPERATIONAL 

13 SYSTEM DEMAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING EMERGENCY 

14 MANAGEMENT PLAN. 

15 

16 WHEREAS, on August 28, 2006, the governing body adopted Ordinance No. 2006-53, 

17 wherein Section 25-5.7 SFCC 1987, Water Emergency Management Plan Applications, refers to 

18 administrative procedures established by resolution of the governing body to calculate operational 

19 water system supply and operational water system demand; and 

20 WHEREAS, the governing body desires to adopt such administrative procedures as 

21 attached in exhibit A ofthjs resolution. 

22 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE.GOVERNING BODY OF fflE 

23 CITY OF SANTA FE tut the administrative procedures for calculating the city of Santa Fe's 

24 operational water system supply and water system demand for the purpose of detctmining 

25 emergency management plan are adopted as shown on the attached Exhibit A. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 28th day of August, 2006. 

DAVID COSS, MAYOR 

AITEST: 
~ I 1 1 • 

~v;-Jcr Q_ 
OLAND;~Q.IL, it11Y CLERK 

/ ' . . ' . . 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

25 mdb:N!Rlt1olulion1•2006/Cl,pl 2J Operational Wot#' ~m Supp 
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Exhibit A    

AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIVVEE  PPRROOCCEEDDUURREESS    
FOR  

CALCULATING THE CITY OF SANTA FE’S OPERATIONAL WATER SYSTEM SUPPLY 
AND OPERATIONAL WATER SYSTEM DEMAND  

FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
1.0 Calculation Operational Water System Supply 
 
As per Section 25-5.7 SFCC 1987 (adopted as Ordinance No. 2006-53), operational water 
system supply, for purposes of determining the appropriate water emergency implementation 
stage, is defined as the sum of the following sources of supply: 
  

(a)        Canyon Road treatment plant  
(b)        City Wells 
(c)        Buckman Wells  
(d)        Buckman Direct Diversion Treatment Plant  
 

The maximum use of any water right will be the permitted water right.  In one given year, the 
capacity of the sources of supply will be calculated in the following manner: 
 
(a)       The Canyon Road treatment plant supply is defined as the lesser of: 
 

1) the City’s surface water rights on the Santa Fe River; 
2) the sum of the estimated reservoir inflow, the useable reservoir content and the 

estimated production capability from St. Michael’s well; or 
3) the sum of the estimated treatment plant capacity plus estimated production 

capability from St. Michael’s well 
 
Reservoir inflow is estimated using the past 10-year average of reservoir inflow multiplied by the 
ratio of snow-water content in the current year’s snow pack as of March 31 to the average snow-
water content of the past 10 years at the same location and for the same time period.  Snow-water 
content will be measured at the ‘Santa Fe’ SNOTEL station (site # 922).  Federal runoff forecasts 
may be used to adjust the inflow estimate if deemed necessary. Usable reservoir content is the 
reservoir content as of March 31 in the current year less reservoir reserve capacity.  Reservoir 
reserve capacity (i.e. carry over storage) has been operationally defined as 35%, but could be 
changed upon analysis of WaterMAPS and recommendation by Water Division staff. 
 
(b)        The desired production from the permitted City wells will be defined upon the adoption 
of the city’s ground-water sustainability program.  Until the adoption of the ground-water 
sustainability program, 3507 ac-ft will be used as the available supply from the city wellfield and 
25 ac-ft from Osage.  For these purposes, St. Michaels well is not included in the City well field. 
Actual production from the Buckman wellfield in any calendar year may exceed the desired 
production and will be determined by operational needs. 
 
(c)        The desired production from the permitted Buckman wells will be defined upon the 
adoption of the city’s long range ground-water sustainability program.  Until the adoption of the 
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long range ground-water sustainability program and the permitting of supplemental wells, 5,200 
ac-ft will be used as the available supply from the Buckman well field.  Actual production from 
the Buckman wellfield in any calendar year may exceed the desired production and will be 
determined by operational needs. 
 
(d)       The Buckman Direct Diversion treatment plant supply is defined as the lesser of: 
 

1) the maximum estimated capacity of the river diversion structure allocated to the 
City of Santa Fe; 

2) the amount that can be diverted on the basis of the applicable City’s owned, 
leased, or contracted water rights, adjusted for any limitations on diversions from 
the Rio Grande imposed by either the state or federal governments or by the 
expected flows on the Rio Grande; or 

3) the maximum estimated treatment plant capacity allocated to the City.   
 
Operational water system supply value may be adjusted if the City’s anticipates not being able  
to meet projected peak day demand.  
 
2.0 Calculation of Operational Water System Demand  
For the purposes of determining the appropriate water emergency implementation 
stage, operational water system demand is defined as the estimated population for the end of 
the current calendar year multiplied by 130 gallon per capita per day.   
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